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COOLEST 
HOTELS IN 

THE
WESTERN CAPE
You may have to put up with some crowing from Springboks fans, 
but that’s a small price to pay for a stay in one of these top spots 
in South Africa’s most enticing region. By Heather Richardson

THE CITY-CHIC ONE
Labotessa, Cape Town
Less is much more at Labotessa, one of 
Cape Town’s newest hotels. First-time 
South African hoteliers Jan Fourie and 
Johan du Plessis were told they could fit 
32 rooms in its CBD building, but opted 
instead for just seven: six big suites and 
a two-storey, three-bedroom penthouse, 
all with clear views of the Lion’s Head 
mountain, beyond the City Bowl. 

The open-plan Signature Suites,
which have high ceilings and oak floors, 
are decked out in rich, deep tones:
forest-green velvet armchairs, petrol-blue 
walls and bathroom tiles, silvery-grey 
headboards and curtains. A bar and snack 
station is neatly hidden behind cupboard 
doors. Contemporary artworks such as 
Emma Aspeling’s bold splashes of 
colour sit alongside old photographs 
of Cape Town. The bathrooms are 
stocked with Diptyque products and, 
downstairs, you’ll find other luxury 
brands, including Dr Vranjes, in the 
hotel’s boutique.

The Governor Suite penthouse 
has a bright, open lounge and dining 
area, and a fully fitted Smeg kitchen 
that opens onto a full-length balcony 
with a plunge pool overlooking
the square. A private chef can be 
arranged, and it’s crying out for
a sundowner party.

Not quite in that income 
bracket? Get out and explore this 
always lively city. The hotel is in
a quiet corner of 17th-century 
Church Square, behind a
pale-blue listed facade, and is 
within walking distance of 
the Company’s Garden, the 
Slave Lodge, the District Six 
Museum and fine-dining 
restaurants such as Fyn. 
Breakfast is included and
is served at Starling’s, on
the ground floor, next to
the boutique — grab an 
outdoor table on the edge 
of the square so you can 
people-watch over coffee 
and avocado with pesto 
and roasted tomatoes
on sourdough.
Doubles from £259, B&B; 
Governor Suite from 
£1,400, B&B; labotessa.com

THE COOL ONE
Stock Exchange, Cape Town 
Finally, ever-gentrifying Woodstock — 
the old but hip suburb sandwiched 
between the Table Bay docks and Devil’s 
Peak — has a decent hotel. The Stock 
Exchange aparthotel opened in March 
on Albert Road, in the new WEX1 
building, which also has a Rosetta Coffee 
stall and a Darling Brew (where guests 
have breakfast). 

The hotel is on the fourth floor and 
has a large communal area with a 
timber-clad bar, a gym and a terrace
with a heated pool and views of the 
railway tracks, the city and Signal Hill.
There are 33 units — studios, deluxe 
studios and two-bedroom apartments
— with Smeg kitchens and various 
views of Lion’s Head, Table 
Mountain, Devil’s Peak and 
Woodstock. The two-bedroom
units have six-seater dining tables,
spacious living areas and 
balconies stretching across the
length of the apartments.

The designer Tracy Lee Lynch
came up with three room styles:
urban jungle (tropical-leaf

wallpaper); urban art (block
shades of yellow and pink); and
urban pattern (geometric fabrics
and rugs). There are pendant
lights, whitewashed brick 
walls and exposed-concrete
ceilings, a nod to the area’s

industrial roots. Furnishings 
are sourced from local designers

and much of the artwork is 
by the Capetonian street 

artist Mak1one. 
Beyond the hotel doors,

you’ll find Woodstock’s
slew of jewellery studios,
craft-beer bars and
artisanal coffee shops,
as well as one of the
world’s most highly rated
restaurants, the Test
Kitchen, in an old silo.
This is also a great spot for
street art, with dozens
of murals by local and
international artists.
Doubles from £81, B&B;
newmarkhotels.com/
places/residences/
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Lekkerwater has the best vantage point from which to watch whales 
breaching and 100-strong pods of dolphins surfing the waves 

on your deck. Dinner is all about local 
flavours: Cape Malay bobotie (spiced 
mince with an egg-based topping),
served with rice and poppadoms; or a 
classic braai with boerewors (sausages) 
and lamb chops.
Doubles from £158pp, all-inclusive; 
naturalselection.travel/camps/
lekkerwater-beach-lodge-at-de-hoop

THE DESIGN ONE
Gorgeous George, Cape Town
Spread across two buildings — an art deco 
former bank and a New Edwardian 
building, connected in the 1940s — the 
city’s first Design Hotel opened in April. 
It’s on St George’s Mall (hence the name), 
a pedestrianised strip of stalls, and the 
cobbled Greenmarket Square, one of
the oldest marketplaces in the city. It’s 
noisy (market setup starts at 6am), 
something hinted at by the earplugs on 
your bedside table. 

The 20 studios and dozen one- and
two-bedroom suites were styled by the 
Johannesburg-based Tristan du Plessis 
and feature jewel tones and plenty of 
textures: mulberry velvet couches,
denim cushions, headboards in tan 
leather, exposed-concrete supports and 
pine-green velvet drapes. There’s perhaps 
a bit too much going on; I’d do away with 
the black and pink minibar trolleys that 

Continued on page 8 →

THE OCEAN ONE
Lekkerwater Beach Lodge, 
De Hoop Nature Reserve 
Three hours east of Cape Town, the De 
Hoop Nature Reserve is a marine protected 
area visited by hundreds of southern right 
whales every year between July and late 
November. Behind the sand dunes are 
fynbos-covered hills and mountains in 
which endangered Cape vultures nest. 
Lekkerwater (“good water” in Afrikaans) 
opened in April and has the best vantage 
point from which to watch whales 
breaching and 100-strong pods of 
dolphins surfing the crashing waves. The 
four-mile beach is virtually private: the 
only other people with access are hikers 
on the Whale Trail (closed for renovations 
until next year). 

The seven units, including a family 
chalet with two bedrooms, overlook the 
ocean, with private decks, woodburners 
for winter and wildlife paintings by a local 
artist, Jemima Sargent. The main area has 
a large deck with cushion-strewn sofas 
and a firepit, floor-to-ceiling windows,
an open kitchen and a long wooden table 
for communal meals. The lodge’s owners, 
Natural Selection, operate a set-departure 
two-night itinerary that includes guided 
walks around rockpools full of starfish
and octopuses, and through the fynbos
to learn about the flowers and sunbirds. 
Or kick back with a glass of chardonnayThe Stock Exchange aparthotel, Woodstock. Main picture, the Lekkerwater Beach Lodge
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The Gigi Rooftop, on Gorgeous George’s sixth floor

chilled deep-house soundtrack, 
take an afternoon dip in the pool, 
then return here in the evening for

pre-dinner cocktails.
Doubles from £229, B&B; 

gorgeousgeorge.co.za

THE MOUNTAIN ONE
Cederberg Ridge Wilderness Lodge, 
Cederberg 
A two-hour drive from Cape Town, the 
Cederberg is a rolling landscape of citrus 
and rooibos farms, swathes of fragrant 
fynbos vegetation and craggy, rust-orange 
mountains. Ten minutes outside 

incongruously display assorted 
Pringles and Lay’s crisps. Echoes 
of history are everywhere: behind 
the reception desk is a hand-painted 
map of Cape Town by Lucie de 
Moyencourt, made of Delft-inspired blue 
and white tiles, a reference to the city’s 
Dutch origins. David Brits’s snake motif is 
used throughout the hotel, something he 
designed in memory of his grandfather, 
John Wood, a famous snake-catcher.

By far the best thing about Gorgeous 
George, however, is the vibey sixth-floor 
bar and restaurant, Gigi Rooftop. Have 
breakfast on the leafy deck, with its 

→  Continued from page 7

Above and below, 
mountain views 
from the pool
and suites at the 
Cederberg Ridge 
Wilderness Lodge 
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veranda with a glass of Méthode Cap 
Classique — MCC, South African fizz.

The 7 Koppies is within a 10-minute 
drive from Franschhoek itself, where 
you’ll find some of the best restaurants
in the Western Cape, including Foliage 
and La Petite Colombe. Then there are
the wineries: call in at Le Lude for 
bubbles, La Motte for a great wine-cellar 
tasting and Babylonstoren (sister to the 
Newt, in Somerset, The Sunday Times’s 
British newcomer hotel of the year) for 
rosé over lunch and a wander around
the gardens.
Doubles from £131, B&B; 7koppies.co.za 

farmhouse is done up in a relaxed 
country-chic style, with french
windows, wicker furniture on the patio, 
exposed-brick walls and soft colours,
from marl greys to sage greens. Some 
elements of the original Cape Dutch 
design remain, including the sloped roofs.

Overlooking the valley are an 
extravagant 80ft pool and a “barn”
with daybeds and an outdoor shower.
On the other side of the pool, the
open-plan kitchen and dining area has
a double-height vaulted ceiling supported 
by white beams, and a long 16-seater
table with benches. Kick back on the 

emerging in the pink pre-dawn light.
Have your coffee out on the patio,
amid the twittering birds. Itchy feet?
Hit the farm’s private marked trails for a 
pre-brekkie run or walk.

That breakfast might be seared salmon 
with poached egg on a bulgur wheat 
salad or a croissant stuffed with crisped 
parma ham, brie, scrambled eggs and 
harissa paste, served on the main terrace. 
You’re going to need to let that settle 
before heading off for a day of exploring: 
hiking or biking in the mountains, 
tasting wines or rooibos tea, wandering 
through Clanwilliam or visiting ancient 
San rock-art sites — the area is one of a 
handful of southern African hotspots for 
rock art. Or you can just chill at the lodge, 
which has a saltwater pool overlooking 
the valley, a croquet lawn and mountain 
bikes to borrow.
Doubles from £150pp, full-board,
including activities, but not drinks; 
cederbergridge.co.za

THE WINELANDS ONE 
7 Koppies, Franschhoek 
Less than an hour from Cape Town, 
pretty Franschhoek is one of the main 
towns of the magnificently picturesque 
Cape winelands. Its newest hotel is the 
7 Koppies, a five-bedroom farmhouse 
surrounded by 124 acres of fynbos. Set 
on a koppie, or hill, it overlooks a rural 
valley and the ridge of jagged peaks that 
runs through the winelands.

Best suited to groups of friends or 
families — the rooms can be booked 
individually, too — the fully staffed 

Clanwilliam — one of the oldest towns in 
the country, dating from the early 19th 
century — you’ll find the nine-room 
Cederberg Ridge Wilderness Lodge.
This bright, modern country lodge 
opened in October 2018 on the 7,400-acre 
Kleinvlei Farm. There are two “classic” 
rooms in the main building, while the 
seven suites are spaced along a ridge, and 
have white walls, pale neutral colours,
lots of natural light, indoor and outdoor 
showers, a big standalone bathtub and a 
fire for chilly evenings.

Leave the curtains open to watch the 
sunrise from your bed, the shadow-blue 
mountains and rugged, rolling valley 

Below, the 
Cederberg Ridge 
Wilderness 
Lodge. Right, 
Babylonstoren, 
near Franschhoek 
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